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written; and it was a long time in existence before
the entire canon was formed. It is therefore impos-
sible that the truth of the Christian religion can
depend on these writings. It is not true because it
was taught by evangelists and apostles, but they
taught it because it is true. These writings could not
give it inner truth if it had none in itself. Assaults
on the Bible merely affected the outworks of Chris-
tianity and did not touch the citadel.

On the first 'Fragment,' Lessing says that the
clergy haye entirely ceased to denounce reason. The
chief thing heard in the pulpits is its agreement with
faith. The common saying now is that revelation is
nothing else but a renewed sanction of the religion of
reason. The second '"Fragment' is admitted to con-
tain a multitude of things that are not to be
questioned. Tet surely if a revelation is useful and
necessary, it is better that it be given to some and not
withheld altogether. The assumption that they only
can be saved who Jiave received this revelation is
neither, Lessing says, the doctrine of Christ nor the
universally acknowledged doctrine of the Church.
On the third * Fragment' Lessing referred to the
explanation that had often been given that the
600,000 might have been a mistake of the copyist
for 600. He said that the miracle of Elijah dividing
the waters of the Jordan with his mantle to make a
passage for himself, was quite as wonderful as Moses
dividing the Eed Sea that millions might pass over.
He shows the conceivability of the, Israelites having
paade the passage in the time mentioned. On the
fourth < Fragment' Lessing admits that the Jews were